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1. In an address to a confidential conference of artricultural workers, Rudolf 
Slansky, Sgeretary General of the Communist Party in Czechoslovatia, disclosed 
that only about 20 percent of the farmers are organized with the Communist 
Party and of these only a very simall percentage are reliable according to 
party standards. The ~reatest resistance to the collectivization of farms 
is found to be anong the smiil farmers and mich difficulty is being met with 
those farmers who joined the party in 1945. A major effort is being made to 
rocruit new mombers, especially from among the small farners, for ths Union 
of Ggech Farners (Jedotny svaz cesicych somedeleu - JSCZ), but so far with 
little success. In Jindrichuv Nradee (050/728), for instance, membership in 
the 752 is as follows: 


Sige of farmers! holdings Members of the J5CZ 
in hectares 
On2 ei 
25 8% 
510 15% 
10-20 273 
Over 20 335 


2. Recently, when 620 farmers with farms of over 20 hectares applied for membership 
in the JSCZ, only 220 were accepted. Te less land a farmer oums the more 
aeceptaszle he is for membership. The smell farmors, most of whom get their 
main source of income from non-farming occupations, claim that the Communist 
Party and the trade union to which they belong can defend their interests 
sufficiently vell and that there is no need for them to join another orpani~ 
gation, Farmers with holdings of from 2 to 20 hectares complain that the 
JSCZ deprives them of the preperty which their families have owed for gen- 
arciions. VParnors with larger holdings sea the J5CZ2 as a direct agent of 

the Communist rerime, In at least one-third of the villaces of Moravia and 
Bohonia there is no rossibility of orpanizing local units of the J5C4 because 
of the total lack of interest on the rart of the farners ami because of their 
refusal to take any part in the organization. Althourh the JSCZ has large 
funds at its aisposal, most farmers consider that it is primarily an organi- 

sation for collecting membershix dues and has littic power to help them, The 
secrotarios and instructors of the J°C4 claim that their failure to recruit 
lJarrer numbers of farmers is due to foreim interference. Tho salaries of 
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the secretaries and other employses of the J5Ca have recently been doubled. 
Rerninerations are beiny offered to them for setting new members and for setbire 
up ecard files on the present menbers of the J5Cz, 


There has also been a creat deal of resistance to the creation of United Agri- 
cultural Co-operatives (Jedotne zenedelske druzstvo - JZD), In most of the 
villages where the JZD has been organized, farmers joined in order to receive 
ioans for mechanization, or for larger grain rations for cattle feed or in 
order to cet electrification for the village or to prevent loss of the tractors 
and machines owned by the farmers. In 95 percent of the cases all interest 

in the JZD disappears as soon as diseussions are bemun on the eliniination of 
field boundaries, The JZ2D is orvanized into three prosressively more collecti~ 
vised types of co-operative, In the first stare, farmers continue to ow their 
own land but co-operate in vorking all the fields of the JZD3; in the second 
stage, field boundaries are ploughed under and the farmers are rewarded in 
accordance with the amount of land which they have contributed: in the third 
stage, farmers are rewarded according to the amount of time they worl without 
yepard to the size of the farm which they have contributed to the JZD, In 
Holnicke Vtelno (051/191) where the third stage of the J4D was initiated, the 
farmers wero paid 18 kes. per hour in 1949. In April 1950, because of low 
output by the farmers, the JZD was able to pay only 3.5 kes. por hour, Meme 
bers of the J2D are very dissatisfied and are attempting in many cases to 


veturn to farming their own land. 


One group which is resisting creation of JZD units is the factory worker who 
‘lives in farm areas. Before the creation of the JZD, these "iron works farmers" 
who owned very small farms could work for neighboring farners during the summer 
in veturn for grain which enabled thom to keep a pig or other food animal for 
themselves, They were also able to rent from the farmer horses and farm equip 
ment at a lover rate than is charged by the state machine stations and they 

did not have to contribute any of the profits of their labor, This voluntary 
co-operation is no longer possible since the local farms are organized in tha 
J2D. 


The forced sale of farm machinery by the farmers to the government has been 
largely completed and the machines have %een taken in exchange for certificates 
which have since proved valueless. Many farmers, especially those with larga 
holdings, have been forced to arply to the state machine stations (Statni strojni 
gtanice - SSS) for the use of machinery to farm their land. It is reported that 
the machinery thus taken from the farmers is being siven to the most active of 
the JZDe or is being sent to the USSN and even to China. At the end of April 
1950 the lest of the farm laborers sere taken from the employ of private farmers 
aml transferred to the state estates, thus comploting an action which was started 
Jast year. It is reported that the state machine stations lost nearly four 
billion kes, in 1949 and that the state estates lost about six billion kes, in 

the same period. 


In Mareh 1950 all cows belonginy to individval farmers, to the state estates and 
to the JZD were divided into three vrours: Group I will sradually be given to 
the state estates, Group II will go to the best JZD units, and GroupIIT will be 
left for the individual farmers. It is holioved that the poorer srades of cattle 
omed nov by the state estates and the JZD will be nlaced in Groun TIT and re- 
rlaced by better grades. Beef and pork cattle are more plentiful in 1950 than 
in recent years and, as a result, beef and pork have been derationed, Reef will 
cost 50 to 60 kes. per ke, unrationed. 
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